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Winter Annual Weed Control 
 
The big question many have been wondering lately is, “Is it too late for pre-emergent weed control in 
my lawn?” My answer to that is, it depends!  

I am already seeing some winter annual weeds emerge, but there are some that still haven’t germinated. 
Most winter annual weeds germinate in the fall and winter and begin actively growing in the spring. 
Oftentimes it seems like they just pop up overnight when they have actually been hiding and slowly 
growing all winter long.  Some of the most common winter annual weeds in this area include broadleaf 
weeds such as henbit, purple deadnettle, chickweed, spurweed and grassy weeds including annual 
bluegrass. We are still in winter, so I think pre-emergent control applied within the next two weeks or so 
will still be effective, but you might consider a product with pre- and post- emergent active ingredients 
for those weeds we are already seeing.  

For pre-emergent broadleaf weed control, choose a product containing isoxaben. For post-emergent 
control, use a product containing a three-way mix of 2,4-D, dicamba and mecoprop.  

For pre-emergent control of grassy weeds, a product containing prodiamine, pendimethalin or dithiopyr 
is recommended. For post-emergent control, Atrazine is a great product. Atrazine can actually be used as 
pre- and post- emergent control for annual bluegrass, but it does come with cautions pertaining to 
ground water and use around desirable trees and shrubs- so always read the product label. Another 
recommended product for post-emergent control is sulfentrazone.  

It is important to confirm what type of desirable grass you have in your lawn as not all these products 
are safe for use in all types of lawns, you can find this information out by reading product labels. There 
are a lot of products out there providing many options for different scenarios. If you are unsure what is 
best for your specific lawn-type and the weeds in your lawn, please give me call. You may also reach 
out to our herbicide dealers (Texas Country Farm Supply, Nutrien or B&S Hardware) for available 
products and recommendations. 

Bear in mind, one of the best ways to control weeds is to have a dense, healthy lawn. You may help your 
grass by having a regular mowing schedule, not mowing too closely to the ground, regular watering, and 
proper fertilization. In general, Extension doesn’t recommend “weed n feed” products as the timing for 
application is not desirable for both preventing weeds and fertilizing your lawn. However, there is one 
product out there containing the active ingredient, indaziflam, it is known to have some preventative 
control of spurweed and some other grassy weeds. It is still necessary to read the product label for 
instructions on when and how to apply this and all other products. 

Upcoming: Camp County Youth Project Show, March 4, 10am; Buyer’s Dinner at 5:30pm and Auction 
to follow. For more information, please contact the office. 

Extension office: 903-856-5005; kaycee.davis@ag.tamu.edu 

All data and recommendations are based on Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and other Extension 
Resources. Product/company names and recommendations are not endorsements of products/companies. 
If you have concerns about the accessibility of our programs/events, please contact us prior to the 
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program or event. The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in all 
programming and employment.  


